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     OT Search is a bibliographic database covering the literature of occupational therapy 
and related subject areas, such as rehabilitation, education, psychiatry or psychology, and 
health care delivery or administration.  
 
Note:  The full text of the indexed resources is not in OT Search, just the bibliographic 
information to identify the material and the author's abstract when one exists.  A list of all 
items indexed in OT Search is available by clicking on the Indexed Items link on the  
homepage. 

OT Search can be accessed from the alphabetical database list at 
www.libraries.wvu.edu/databases.  

The home page of OT Search includes a Tip of the Day, Top Viewed Records, Top 
Requested Authors, and the current Top 12 Search Topics. 

 

 

Click on the OT Search button at the upper left corner of the screen to access the 
database. 

http://www.libraries.wvu.edu/databases


 
Searching the Database 
 
Basic Search:  Perform a search for hydrotherapy as a subject: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The search results are displayed in chronological reverse order, most current listed first. 
 
Clicking on Details brings up brief information on each citation.  
 



Note:  Not all records in OT Search have abstracts. If no abstract is provided in the original 
document, it will not  be featured in the database. 
 

 
 
 
Click on Catalog Record to view more information including the journal title and abstract, 
if available. 
 
 

 
 



Power Search: 
 

 

OT Search's Power Search can be used to combine search elements to refine a search, to 
limit a search based on criteria configured by your library, produce a browse list of 
specified items, or perform a call number search. 

Combining Search Elements 

Use Power Search to combine search elements separated by Boolean operators. You can 
combine word or phrase, author, title, subject, series, and periodical title searches. OT 
Search will search for any records containing the combined information. Use the Boolean 
operator pull-down menu to further refine your search. 

After you have entered the search criteria, select the Search button to perform the power 
search. Select the Reset button if you want to clear the fields and enter different search 
criteria. 

Limiting the Search 

Use Power Search to limit your search based on criteria such as document language, type, 
year of publication, or location. 

Browsing 

From the Power Search page, switch to Browse to produce a browse list of items. The 
browse list may be produced based on a search of an author, a title, a subject, a series, or 
a periodical or journal title. 

 

 

http://otsearch.aota.org/iBistro_helps/English/tip7102.html#boolean
http://otsearch.aota.org/iBistro_helps/English/tip7102.html#boolean


 Occupational Therapy Thesaurus 

In order to search OT SEARCH more efficiently and to improve the percentage of 
relevant references retrieved in a search, it is advisable to select appropriate terms from 
the thesaurus before performing a search. 

The Occupational Therapy Thesaurus is a searchable database of controlled vocabulary 
terms used to index materials catalogued in OT Search.   This thesaurus is based on the 
National Library of Medicine's Medical Subject Headings (MeSH). 

 

     * Advantages of using the thesaurus? 

• identify valid subject headings useful in streamlining your query.  
• thesaurus-based search interface is probably the easiest and most focused 
•  In contrast to a generic keyword search, using subject terms from the thesaurus 

will narrow down your bibliographic references to only the most relevant 
documents. 

•  The new thesaurus allows you to browse subject term hierarchies  
• To narrow down your search, use subject or Thesaurus-based terms, or use the 

operator "and" to combine sets in your query. 

 

. 
   Managing Your Search Results: 
 
          To download your search results, click on the Keep button on your screen for each 
title that you want and select Kept to save, print or email your records.         

http://otsearch.aota.org/files/thesaurus.html


                    

 

Keep button 

 

 
 
Questions?  Please call the library’s Reference Desk at 293-6810 or send email to 
HSLinfo@mail.wvu.edu for help using OT Search.       
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