Conflict of Interest Resolution and Disclosure Policy
To meet the ACCME Standards for Commercial Support and ADA CERP requirements, everyone in a position to control content of an education activity must disclose all relevant financial relationships with any commercial interest.  If a potential conflict of interest exists as a result of a financial relationship, it will need to be resolved prior to the activity. One method of resolving potential conflicts of interest is to objectively determine that the program content is based on the best available evidence and represents a balanced view of therapeutic options.  It must also promote improvements or quality in healthcare, NOT a specific proprietary business interest of a commercial interest.   

((( To RESOLVE potential conflicts:

1) 
Ask the speaker if the potential conflict is relevant to the information/topic being presented. Get it in writing and attach to the disclosure.  If it is not relevant, then the potential conflict is resolved.  Many speakers incorrectly list relationships whether they are relevant or not.  The activity director must confirm that the relationship would not be relevant to the topic.
2) 
Confirm that the relationship(s) are within the last 12 months.  If they are not, the potential conflict is resolved. Note this information on the signed disclosure or attach documentation (i.e., e-mail, etc.)

3) 
a)   Ensure that the speaker has listed verifiable sources of evidence in the "Sources of Evidence" section on page 2 of the disclosure form. In addition, ensure that the speaker has indicated that they intend to present an unbiased presentation.  Note: simply listing "peer reviewed literature" is not sufficient.  Specific sources must be identified.  Attach sources of evidence to the signed disclosure.


AND

 
b)  Submit the power point presentation to the CE office for content review.  This must be done at least one week prior to the presentation.


This information will be reviewed by a member of the WVU School of Medicine Committee on Continuing Medical Education who would have the most expertise in the topic area.  Speakers / coordinators will be notified if additional information is necessary.  If the Committee member cannot reasonably determine that the presentation can be made with no commercial bias, the information will be forwarded to the Chair of the Committee and/or the Assistant Dean for Continuing Medical Education.  Potential Conflicts of Interest must be resolved or the speaker will not be permitted to present during the educational activity.
Publicity Statement OPTIONS:
1) Use this statement when no conflicts have been identified:

Disclosure:

All those in a position to control content of this program have indicated that they have no relevant interests to disclose.

2) Use this statement when conflicts have been identified and resolved:

Disclosure:

It is the policy of the WVU School of Medicine Office of CME to ensure balance, independence, objectivity, and scientific rigor in all its educational activities.  All faculty/authors/planners participating in our programs are expected to disclose any relevant relationships they may have with commercial companies.  For this conference, Dr. ??? has disclosed.  All others have indicated that they have no relevant interests to disclose.

These relationships, along with the educational content of this program, have been reviewed and any potential conflicts of interest have been resolved to the satisfaction of the WVU School of Medicine Office of CME.

3) Use this statement when conflicts have been identified but not yet resolved: (Resolution must occur BEFORE the activity or the person involved will be removed from planning/participation.)

Disclosure:

It is the policy of the WVU School of Medicine Office of CME to ensure balance, independence, objectivity, and scientific rigor in all its educational activities.  All faculty/authors/planners participating in our programs are expected to disclose any relevant relationships they may have with commercial companies.  For this conference, Dr. ??? has disclosed.  All others have indicated that they have no relevant interests to disclose.

These relationships, along with the educational content of this program, will be reviewed and any potential conflicts of interest will be resolved to the satisfaction of the WVU School of Medicine Office of CME prior to the activity.  If a conflict cannot be resolved, the person involved will be removed from control of content.
4) Use this statement when it has been determined that the content of the activity is not related to any products or services of any commercial interests:

Disclosure:

It has been determined that the content of this activity is not related to any products or services of any commercial interests, therefore, no evidence was gathered related to faculty/authors/planners’ relationships with commercial interests.
