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March 25, 2011 · West Virginia University researchers have released a
new report that focuses on women’s exposure to the chemical C8.
Dupont has been using the chemical at it Washington Work’s plant
near Parkersburg since the 1950’s.

In 2001, Parkersburg-area residents sued the Dupont Company over
it’s disposal of a chemical called C8 into their water supplies. A more
than $100 million class-action settlement resulted in medical
monitoring of residents.
Blood samples and information were collected from more than
60,000 people. The data-base is being used to study the possible
impacts of the chemical on human health.
 
West Virginia University researchers say women exposed to higher
levels of the toxic chemical C8 were more likely to have experienced
early menopause.
 
 “In women 42, the probability of having experienced menopause is
much higher if women have higher levels of perfluorocarbons. The
higher the perfluorocarbon levels the earlier, the more likely they
were to have experienced menopause and you can get menopause
that early for smoking but I controlled for that. I controlled for age
as well and what I found even after doing that was this association
between early menopause and higher perfluorocarbon levels,” said
Sarah Knox, author of the study and professor of Epidemiology at the
WVU School of Medicine.
 
The report is the largest of its kind to study the effects of chemicals
disrupting human hormonal systems.
As part of the C8 Health Study, researchers looked at blood samples
and information of nearly 26,000 women aged 18 to 65 who live in
water districts near Dupont’s Parkersburg plant.
 
C8, is also known as perfluorooctanoic acid, or PFOA. It is one of the
family of chemicals known as PFCs.
Dupont has been using the chemical at its Washington Works plant
near Parkersburg since the 1950’s. For years, the company dumped
the chemical in the Ohio River. It is also released into the
environment by air.
 
The synthetic chemical is  used to make Teflon, non-stick and stain
resistant products and clothing, including microwave popcorn and
fast-food wrappers. Studies have found traces of the chemical in
other food items like butter, poultry and roast beef.
 
According to the Environmental Working Group, the chemical is in
the blood of more than 90 percent of the U.S. population.
 
WVU’s Knox said the study also finds inverse associations between of
 perfluorocarbons and estrogen in the blood.

Search :  

Latest News :

Former Ambassador to Israel & Egypt
concludes UC Mideast series
By John Hingsbergen
A former US ambassador to Israel &
Egypt was the final speaker in a
series discussing the Middle East
Tuesday night in Charleston.

MSHA sets June date for public
briefing on UBB
By The Associated Press
The federal Mine Safety and Health
Administration says it will hold a
public briefing this summer on the
Upper Big Branch mine explosion.

Northern WV residents healthier than
southern
By Emily Corio
McDowell County residents are the
least healthy in West Virginia while
Pendleton County's residents are
doing best. Those findings are in a
new report that ranks U.S. counties
based on the health of their
residents.

Mideast expert concerned about
Libya involvement
By John Hingsbergen
An expert on the Middle East, in
Charleston Tuesday, has concerns
about the current US mission in
Libya. The former ambassador to
Israel and Egypt is the final speaker
in the University of Charleston series
on the Middle East.

Political districts in West Virginia to
be re-drawn
By Beth Vorhees
Now that the Census figures are out,
the work begins to re-draw the lines
that define the congressional, senate
and delegate districts.

http://www.wvpubcast.org/default.aspx
http://www.wvpubcast.org/news.aspx
http://www.wvpubcast.org/blogs.aspx?id=19468&blogid=340
http://www.wvpubcast.org/blogs.aspx?id=19432&blogid=340
http://www.wvpubcast.org/blogs.aspx?id=19488&blogid=312
http://www.wvpubcast.org/blogs.aspx?id=19475&blogid=312
http://www.wvpubcast.org/blogs.aspx?id=19380&blogid=1536
http://wvhtf.org/
http://www.wvpubcast.org/blogs.aspx?blogid=340
http://www.wvpubcast.org/blogs.aspx?id=19468&blogid=340
http://www.wvpubcast.org/blogs.aspx?id=19432&blogid=340
http://www.wvpubcast.org/blogs.aspx?id=19432&blogid=340
http://www.wvpubcast.org/blogs.aspx?blogid=312
http://www.wvpubcast.org/blogs.aspx?id=19488&blogid=312
http://www.wvpubcast.org/blogs.aspx?id=19488&blogid=312
http://www.wvpubcast.org/blogs.aspx?id=19475&blogid=312
http://www.wvpubcast.org/blogs.aspx?id=19475&blogid=312
http://www.wvpubcast.org/blogs.aspx?blogid=1536
http://www.wvpubcast.org/blogs.aspx?id=19380&blogid=1536
http://www.wvpubcast.org/blogs.aspx?id=19380&blogid=1536
http://www.wvpubcast.org/blogs.aspx?id=19380&blogid=1536
http://www.wvpubcast.org/bigbranch.aspx
http://www.addtoany.com/share_save#url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wvpubcast.org%2Fnewsarticle.aspx%3Fid%3D19478&title=New%20study%20links%20C8%20exposure%20with%20menopause%20-%20WVPubcast.org&description=West%20Virginia%20Public%20Broadcasting%20includes%20West%20Virginia%20Public%20Radio%20and%20%0D%0A%20%20%20%20West%20Virginia%20PBS%2C%20and%20provides%20news%20entertainment%20and%20education%20programming%20to%20the%20public%20through%20programs%0D%0A%20%20%20%20including%20Outlook%20Mountainstage%20Doctors%20on%20Call%20Appalachia%20Today%20Homework%20Hotline%20The%20Law%20Works%20WVU%20Women%27s%20Basketball

http://www.wvpbmedia.com/news/2011/0325C8WEB.MP3
http://www.wvpubcast.org/pledge
http://www.wvpubcast.org/pledge
http://www.wvpubcast.org/newsarticle.aspx?id=19535
http://www.wvpubcast.org/newsarticle.aspx?id=19535
http://www.wvpubcast.org/newsarticle.aspx?id=19531
http://www.wvpubcast.org/newsarticle.aspx?id=19531
http://www.wvpubcast.org/newsarticle.aspx?id=19528
http://www.wvpubcast.org/newsarticle.aspx?id=19528
http://www.wvpubcast.org/newsarticle.aspx?id=19522
http://www.wvpubcast.org/newsarticle.aspx?id=19522
http://www.wvpubcast.org/newsarticle.aspx?id=19518
http://www.wvpubcast.org/newsarticle.aspx?id=19518
http://www.wvpubcast.org/default.aspx
http://www.wvpubcast.org/television.aspx?id=440
http://www.wvpubcast.org/radio.aspx?id=548
http://www.mountainstage.org/mtnstage.aspx
http://www.wvpubcast.org/support.aspx
http://www.wvpubcast.org/education.aspx?id=502
http://www.wvpubcast.org/news.aspx
http://www.wvpubcast.org/blogs.aspx


New study links C8 exposure with menopause - WVPubcast.org

http://www.wvpubcast.org/newsarticle.aspx?id=19478[3/30/2011 2:03:37 PM]

Home | About Us | Contact Us | Support | Private Policy | Feedback | Site Map
 

West Virginia Public Broadcasting is a member station of:

 
“The farther away they were from the Dupont plant or from the water
source the less they had however in PFOS. The other chemical, they
were the same in the regular population so what that means is the
exposure is not coming so much from the drinking water in PFOS, it
is coming from carpets and clothes and furniture and linings of food
products and fire retardant clothing so that is what is a little scary
about all of this,” said Knox.
The U.S. Department of Environmental Protection says C8 may cause
cancer. Other studies say the chemical is linked to birth defects and
thyroid disease. 
 
Dupont maintains there are no known human health effects related
to C8 and no risk to the general public.

As part of a class action lawsuit, the company installed water
filtration systems at several water districts in Ohio and West Virginia
and has reduced the C8 levels emitted into the air and water from its
Washington Works plant.
 
 Knox said the study also raises concerns about increased levels of
cholesterol and cardiovascular risks for women.
 
 “If menopause is causing a rise in perfluorocarbons what that means
is these toxicants are accumulating in women who don’t menstruate
and they cause increases in cholesterol, which is also a
cardiovascular risk factor. Data in animals has shown immunotoxic
effects and the other thing, which we didn’t say in this article but
which is true is what happens to pregnant women who don’t
menstruate either so what is happening to them and what is
happening to their babies,” said Knox.  
 
The menopause study was published last week by the Journal of
Clinical Endocrinology & Metabolism.
Knox said WVU researchers will release another study later this year
on C8 chemical exposure on the thyroid and kidneys.
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