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WYV Has Highest Percentage of Residents with Disabilities
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP)

A congtellation of factorsranging from illness to dangerous jobs combine to
give West Virginia the highest percentage in the country of residents with
disabilities.

Reporter: TOM BREEN - Associated Press Writer

A congtellation of factorsranging from illness to dangerous jobs combine to give West Virginia the highest percentage in
the country of residents with disabilities.

U.S. Census data released this week show that roughly 19 percent of West Virginians say they have disabilities. The
national average is 12 percent.

Mary Carter, a professor of community medicine at West Virginia University, saysthere are a number of likely reasons
for that ranking.

West Virginia has one of the oldest populationsin the country, and its residents struggle with a range of chronic illnesses,
often semming from unhealthy lifestyles.

Carter also saysindustriesin the state like mining and logging have greater risks of disabling injuries than office work.

©2009 The Associated Press. All rights reserved.

Find this article at:
http://mww.whsv.com/westvirginiaap/headlines/60678507.html

| & Click to Print SAVE THIS | EMAIL THIS | Close

Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article.

Copyright © 2002-2008 - Gray Television Group, Inc.

lof1l 9/23/2009 2:53 PM



