PUBH 691Public Health Response to Disasters
Fall 2007
Department of Community Medicine 
West Virginia University School of Medicine 
Director: Rachel T. Abraham, MD, MPH 

Office: Room 3810B: Health Sciences Center South 

Office Hours: Tuesdays, 2:00-3:00 pm. Other times by appointment; please notify at least 24 hours in advance. 

E-mail: rabraham@hsc.wvu.edu  

Telephone: (304) 293-0267 

Course Description: 

The course addresses a model for recognizing disaster related actions and roles of each core area of public health. Specific core areas addressed are epidemiology & biostatistics, environmental health, health administration, and behavioral & social sciences as applicable to disaster management. The course will address the basics of how public health practitioners respond to disasters, develop protocols and perform as skillful leaders in the 21stcentury. 

Course Format: Online web-based course ; No textbook required 

Credit Hours: 3 Credit Hours 

Course Objectives: 

· Increase awareness and understanding of Primary prevention, secondary prevention and tertiary prevention in disaster management. 

· Describe public health law as it may apply to disasters 

· Introduce and increase awareness of new and emerging issues in public health 

· Promote a national dialogue on the critical nature of public health infrastructure development 

· Discuss the attainment of high-quality and well-organized short term and long term assessment of public health response 

· Discuss interactions between response, surveillance and recovery of disasters 

Learning Outcomes: 
At the conclusion of the course, the student will be able to: 

· Describe the role of planning by the public health practitioner during disaster

· Describe public health law as it may apply to disasters 

· Describe Bioterrorism Prevention, Preparedness and Response Programs within the US Department of Health and Human Resources 

· Explain the public health significance of terrorist incidents and public health emergencies 

· Recognize the partnership between the local health department and the state health department during disaster management

· Explain a community practitioner’s role in disease outbreak or terrorism response

Schedule of Lectures:
Each lecture will be 3 hours:

Week 1: Disaster Assessment

Week 2: Planning

Week 3: Primary Prevention

Week 4: Secondary Prevention

Week 5: Tertiary Prevention

Week 6: Planning

Week 7: Surveillance

Week 8: Surveillance

Week 9: Response to Emergencies

Week 10: Response to Emergencies

Week 11: Mental Health and Disasters

Week 12: Mental Health and Disasters

Week 13: Strategic National Stockpile

Week 14: Environmental Health and Disasters

Week 15: Environmental Health and Disasters

Grading System: 
· Complete 3 papers during the semester 

· Complete each paper, no more than 10 to 12 pages (Times New Roman Font size 12). 

· Each paper will be 30 points 

· Additional 10 points for including the core competences and/or cross cutting competencies 

· Paper should be in this format: 

1. Name

2. Date submitted

3. Title of topic selected

4. APA or AMA style 

5. 10 to 12 double-spaced pages, Times New Roman Font size 12 

6. Each paper should be based on the following:

 

· Paper I:
1. In the event of a disaster, as a public health practitioner, identify and describe the roles and responsibilities of an epidemiologist / biostatistician, or health administrator. (30 points) 

 

· Paper II: 
Design a manual that may be used by faculty, students in the 

event of a disaster. This manual should address the 

community / public health significance, of the 

recommendation, assessment of the needs of the community

(30 points) 

 

· Paper III:
Design a brochure for the local health department that may be 

distributed to the county residents. The details should include 

planning; primary, secondary and tertiary prevention; and 

management responses in the event of a disaster. (30 points)

 

· For all 3 papers: 

Each paper should also examine how the core competences 

and/or cross cutting competencies relate to the lecture and how 

these competencies can be applied to the field of public health 

(10 points) 

 

· The Core Competencies are available at this site: 
http://www.hsc.wvu.edu/som/cmed/ophp/academicOfferings.asp 

· Total number of papers to be submitted: 3 

· Paper should be sent as an e-mail attachment in Microsoft Word

Deadline for each paper to be submitted to the course director is: 

1. Last Thursday in September 

2. Last Thursday in October 

3. Last Thursday in November 

· Late submission: 5 points off each paper 

 

3 papers X 30 points = 90 points

Core competences and/or cross cutting competencies in Paper 1 = 3 points; Paper II = 3 points ; Paper III = 4 points
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