Rural Health Interest Group (RHIG)

Introduction: The RHIG will eventually be open to any health care students at the Health Sciences Center who are interested in the field of rural healthcare. It will not be specific to West Virginia—we will seek to provide information and services for individuals interested in serving in rural areas whether they are in Appalachia, the Midwest, Guatemala, Africa, etc. The aim of the RHIG is to bring together students who are interested in rural health in order to form a network of individuals who share the same passion, to advocate for improved rural health care around the world, to educate those who are not as “rurally-inclined”, and to allow individuals to get hands-on service opportunities in rural communities. With that in mind, we have drawn up a couple goals for the group:

· Establish mentoring relationships between students and current professionals 

· Invite rural health care providers to speak at meetings and events

· Plan trips to local rural health care facilities to see firsthand the challenges and strengths of rural health care today

· Create community service opportunities

· Provide advocacy training so that future rural health care providers will be able to fight for the best possible healthcare for their patients and communities

· Encourage student research projects

· Create educational opportunities for all students at the Health Sciences Center. We want to send students into rural communities for their required rotations aware of what they can expect, both good and bad, and with a level of cultural competency that will allow them to have the most successful rotations possible.

· Hold a “Stereotype of the Month” contest to begin to break down rural stereotypes one at a time

We also plan on establishing a student affiliation with the local and national chapters of the National Rural Health Association (NRHA), which will link students into a national network of those interested in rural health, keep them up-to-date on policy changes affecting rural health care, and provide the opportunity to attend the NRHA Annual Conference.
If you are interested in becoming a member, helping to establish this group, or hope someday make use of the group’s services, please contact Mollie McCartney at mmccart7@mix.wvu.edu. We are currently working on having an interest meeting October 6th in order to gauge interest and get the group going. ANY help that you can provide will be greatly appreciated! Prospective officers are great, but we also need people to come to meetings and spread the word. 

Watch your email for more information about the first meeting. I hope to see you there!
--Mollie McCartney, mmccart7@mix.wvu.edu. 
