WEST VIRGINIA UNIVERSITY
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RISK AND WAIVER 

AND RELEASE AGREEMENT 

FOR STUDENTS TO
STUDY AND TRAVEL TO LOCATIONS UNDER  

U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT TRAVEL WARNINGS
Before traveling to [insert location] (hereinafter “Location”) on [date to return date] you must read, understand, and sign this form. This form tells of some, but not all, of the risks you will face by choosing to travel to a Location that has been placed under a U.S. Department of State Travel Warning. By signing this form you are releasing West Virginia University, the Board of Governors of West Virginia University (“WVU”), and any and all employees from all responsibility and liability for any injuries you might suffer as a result of your decision. Specifically, you agree as follows:
I acknowledge that there is a travel warning in effect for the Location to which I intend to travel, which means that in the opinion of the U.S. State Department, the ordinary risks of foreign travel are greatly heightened for travel to this Location. I have read the travel warning for this Location at http://travel.state.gov and have carefully considered the risks of travel to this Location at this time.  I confirm that despite these risks, I have made a decision to proceed with the travel.  
I understand that there are risks associated with all international travel. I further acknowledge and understand that travel to Location at this time exposes me to risks of a greater likelihood and magnitude than those normally associated with international travel. These risks include those described in the State Department Travel Warning, and are not limited to, risks associated with ground, water, or air transportation; adverse weather conditions; communicable disease; medical care; substandard building construction and maintenance; civil unrest; terrorism; war; and negligent or criminal acts of third parties. I understand that should any of these adverse circumstances occur, the result could include bodily injury, death, or property damage. I understand that West Virginia University cannot guarantee my safety, and I accept full responsibility for my health, safety, and property during the trip.

I acknowledge and understand that my choice is wholly voluntary, that the University offers other options for education abroad, and that I am not required to travel to this location in order to satisfy any academic or other requirements for West Virginia University. 
In light of the above, I understand the risks associated with my choice to travel and hereby WAIVE any claim I may have at any time based on my travel to Location. Specifically, I hereby RELEASE, INDEMNIFY, AND HOLD HARMLESS the State of West Virginia; West Virginia University, including any component of the University, and its Board of Governors, officers, employees, students and agents; medical personnel, whether provided by WVU or not; and the heirs, predecessors, successors, and assigns of all of the persons and organizations listed here. I fully release all of these persons and organizations from any liability whatsoever. My waiver of rights includes giving up any claim that I may have, and any claim that any other person may have based on my choice to travel, including, but not limited to, parents, spouses, children and other relatives; my estate, personal representative or guardian; and insurers. My waiver releases all of the persons and organizations listed here from all liability, claims, demands, causes of actions, losses or damages, whether known or unknown, for bodily or personal injury or death, or damage to or loss of property, or any other injury, damage or loss of any kind, resulting from, arising out of, or in any way related to my choice to travel, including any claim based on actual or alleged negligence, gross negligence, intentional, or reckless behavior.
This agreement is binding on myself, my heirs, my assigns, and personal representatives.  I acknowledge that I am at least 18 years old, or, if I am not at least 18 years old, I understand that my parent or guardian must also sign this form where indicated to demonstrate his/her own agreement and understanding of the risks of travel to this Location.

x____________________________________

______________________________

Signature of Student





Date

If Participant is under 18 years of age:

I (a) am the parent or legal guardian of the above Student, (b) have read and understand the foregoing Acknowledgement of Risk and Waiver and Release Agreement, and (c) agree, for myself and for the Student, to be bound by its terms.

x____________________________________

______________________

Signature of Parent/Guardian




Date
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